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Ground and Surface Water Conservation Program Unveiled

Albuquerque, NM - The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service is offering incentives to farmers in the Ogallala Aquifer area to reduce use of declining aquifer water levels.  Offered as part of the agency's Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Ground and Surface Water Conservation extends benefits under three options.  Incentive payments are available for:

· Farmers who choose to convert irrigated land to permanent grasses.

· Farmers who convert irrigated cropland to dry cropland.

· Reduction of actual pumping on wells by either making hardware changes to more efficient systems or conversion from high water use crops to lower water use crops.

The intent of the Ground and Surface Water Conservation is to assist with the transition from high water use to lower water uses.  Pursuant to this goal farmers in the Ogallala Aquifer are can receive up to $100 per acre for three years when converting from irrigated cropland to permanent grasses, or $50 per acre for three year when converting to dry crop land.  Additional funds are available for permanent grass seed.  Other benefits available include cost-sharing on hardware changes, and $8 per acre for three years of every acre inch of water saved through conversion to lower water use crops.  The calculation of saved acre inches is a net savings based on the whole land unit.

"The ultimate land steward is the landowner," said Ken Walker, NRCS East Team Leader from Clovis.  "These incentives are unique to New Mexico, and offer opportunities to make the transition to less water use easier on the farmer."

About $1 million has been made available for producers in the High Plains area of New Mexico this year.  The program is competitive, with those offering the greatest savings in water being funded first.


For more information about the Ground and Surface Water Conservation program contact Ken Walker at (505)762-4769.
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