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Spirit of Cooperation Marks Dam Rehabilitation Project


Albuquerque, NM – A soil and water conservation district reworks a principal spillway outlet to prevent erosion around the outlet of the dam.  Annually they remove weeds and plug gopher holes that could serve as conduits for water through the earthen dam.  They coordinate and provide oversight for operations and maintenance work.

A town provides financial support to the soil and water conservation district’s efforts.  And a county provides equipment and manpower for maintenance of the dam.


A federal agency provides funding through a competitive grant process to complete a watershed plan, and contributes technical assistance.


Thus, the Coronado Soil and Water Conservation District, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, and USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) have joined in a spirit of cooperation to assess the Piedra Liza Dam and plan for any needed upgrades.

The Piedra Liza Dam was built to protect agricultural lands, irrigation facilities, and urban structures after a devastating flood in 1949 destroyed a 100-year-old-convent in Bernalillo.  The project was part of the concept to build upstream flood control dams on small tributaries to hold back water from major streams during heavy rains and slowly release it through pipes in the dams.  While the Coronado Soil and Water Conservation District, Town of Bernalillo, and Sandoval County have diligently maintained the structure, the dam has reached its anticipated 50-year lifespan.  And these sponsors don’t have the funds and other resources needed for major renovation of the dam that is due.

Funding became available in 2002 through NRCS for the current work.  The Piedra Liza Dam was one of two such structures to receive this initial funding in New Mexico under the 2002 Farm Bill.  Extensive urban development had occurred downstream from the dam since the original dam was built.  It was important to the sponsors to continue providing the protection the dam has offered to the growing town of Bernalillo.

  
The project now underway is utilizing the services of Tetra Tech, a national engineering firm with local offices.  Tetra Tech is physically inspecting the dam, running a camera up the principal spillway which is similar to a long culvert, taking core samples and doing geotechnical testing, analyzing flow characteristics of the principal spillway, assessing the impact of downstream development, and determining needs and developing recommendations.  The initial report from Tetra Tech is expected this spring.  It is anticipated the upgrade designs will take another year to complete, and any construction phase may take another one to two years.

As part of their involvement, the sponsors held a well-publicized public meeting on December 16, 2003 in Bernalillo to gather comments and encourage discussion.  If the project goes to construction, which is anticipated, state of New Mexico participation may also be sought.  The state has set aside funding for water projects just such as this, and these monies are a source the local sponsors may seek to support their cost-sharing with NRCS.


 For more information on this project contact Roger Ford, NRCS, at (505)761-4430.
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