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ANM32  - Extending existing filter strips or riparian herbaceous cover (buffer) for 
water quality protection and wildlife habitat  
 
 
Conditions Where Enhancement Applies 

I. For herbaceous buffers: existing buffer must meet the following requirements: 

 Minimum width, per side, least 2.5-times the stream width (based on the horizontal 
distance between bankfull elevations or  

 Thirty-five (35) feet wide measured perpendicular to a water body, including: lakes, 
wetlands, cienegas, and playas.   

For Filter Strips: existing buffer must meet the following requirements: 

 Twenty (20) feet wide minimum flow length. 

Criteria 
II. Establishment: For filter strips, refer to Table 1- grass/legume/forb plant list provided in 

ANM07.  For herbaceous buffers, refer to the plant list provided in Table 1.    
 Ensure the species selected are appropriate to the local native ecology. 

 Select at least five (5) species best suited to the site conditions.  Include species that 
provide for pollinator habitat and will increase water quality values where possible.  

III. Site Preparation and Plant Establishment shall follow the following NRCS conservation 
practice standard and specifications: 
 

 

 

IV. Buffers shall not be disturbed during the Wildlife Nesting Period:  April 15th to July 15th. 

 

390 - Riparian Herbaceous Cover  or 
393 – Filter Strips    
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Table 1 – List of Native Riparian Herbaceous Plants. 
 

  Site Suitability 

Scientific Name Common Name Wetland 
Status1] 

Anaerobic 
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Drought 
Tolerence 

pH 
Range 

Precip. 
Min. 
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Grasses 
Achnatherum hymenoides  indian ricegrass      yes 
Agrostis exarata spike bentgrass FACW Med Low 5.5-7.5 6 yes 
Agrostis idahoensis Idaho bentgrass FACW Med Med. 5.5-7.5 10  
Deschampsia cespitosa tufted hairgrass FACW- High Low 4.8-7.2 14  
Distichlis spicata saltgrass FACW High Med 6.4-10.0 5  
Echinochloa muricata rough barnyardgrass FACW      
Elymus virginicus Virginia wildrye FACW Med Med 5.0-7.0 36 yes 
Eriochloa acuminata var. acuminata tapertip cupgrass FACW      
Eriochloa contracta prairie cupgrass FACW      
Festuca rubra red fescue FACW None Med 5.0-7.5 30 yes 
Glyceria borealis small floating mannagrass OBL High  5.0-8.5   
Glyceria grandis American mannagrass NI      
Glyceria striata fowl mannagrass OBL High  4.0-8.0   
Leptochloa fusca ssp. fascicularis bearded sprangletop FACW High Low 4.0-7.5 15 yes 
Leptochloa fusca ssp. uninervia Mexican sprangletop FACW-      
Muhlenbergia asperifolia scratchgrass FACW Med Low 6.0-8.4 12  
Muhlenbergia filiformis pullup muhly OBL      
Muhlenbergia mexicana Mexican muhly FACW Med Low 5.5-7.5 20 yes 
Muhlenbergia racemosa marsh muhly FACW Low Low 5.9-8.0 10  
Panicum virgatum switchgrass FAC+ Med Med 4.5-8.0 12 yes 
Pascopyrum smithii  western wheatgrass      yes 
Paspalum distichum knotgrass OBL High None 4.9-8.9 30 yes 
Phalaris angusta timothy canarygrass FACW      
Phleum alpinum alpine timothy FACW- Low Low 5.0-7.5 16 yes 
Pleuraphis jamesii  galleta grass      yes 
Poa arctica arctic bluegrass FACW None Low 5.0-7.8 14  
Poa glaucifolia plains bluegrass FACW      
Poa nemoralis wood bluegrass FACW      
Poa nevadensis Sandberg bluegrass FACW None High 6.0-8.0 8 yes 
Schizachyrium scoparium  little bluestem      yes 
Spartina gracilis alkali cordgrass FACW Med Med 7.0-9.5 12 yes 
Spartina pectinata prairie cordgrass FACW High Low 6.0-8.5 14 yes 
Sporobolus airoides  alkali sacaton      yes 
Trisetum spicatum spike trisetum FACW- None Med 4.9-7.5 12 yes 
Sedges 
Carex capillaris hair-like sedge FACW High Low 5.8-7.4 18  
Carex athrostachya slenderbeak sedge FACW High None 5.8-7.2 14 yes 
Carex hassei salt sedge FACW      
Carex heteroneura different-nerve sedge FACW      
Carex microptera smallwing sedge FACW High None 5.6-7.4 10 yes 
smallwing sedge black sedge FACW      
Carex praegracilis clustered field sedge FACW+ High Low 5.3-6.8 10 yes 
Carex scoparia broom sedge FACW High None 4.6-6.9 20  
Cyperus niger black flatsedge FACW      
Cyperus odoratus fragrant flatsedge FACW+ Med Low 5.0-8.3 18  
Cyperus parishii Parish's flatsedge FACW      
Cyperus strigosus strawcolored flatsedge FACW Med Low 6.4-7.0 16 yes 
Cinna latifolia drooping woodreed FACW Med Low 4.7-7.0 16  

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=AGID�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=DECE�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=DISP�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ECMU2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ELVI3�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ERACA�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ERCO8�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=FERU2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LEFUF�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LEFUU�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MUAS�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MUFI2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MUME2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MURA�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PAVI2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PADI6�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PHAN2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PHAL2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=POAR2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PONE�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SPGR�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SPPE�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=TRSP2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CACA12�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAAT3�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAHA5�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAHE8�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAMI7�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAPR5�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CASC11�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CYNI2�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CYOD�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CYPA4�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CYST�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CILA2�
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Lipocarpha aristulata awned halfchaff sedge FACW      
Lipocarpha drummondii Drummond's halfchaff sedge FACW+      
Lipocarpha micrantha smallflower halfchaff sedge OBL      
Rushes 
Eleocharis atropurpurea purple spikerush FACW      
Eleocharis bella beautiful spikerush FACW      
Eleocharis compressa flatstem spikerush FACW Med None 5.4-7.0 24  
Eleocharis engelmannii Engelmann's spikerush OBL      
Eleocharis montevidensis sand spikerush FACW      
Eleocharis parishii Parish's spikerush FACW+      
Juncus confusus Colorado rush FACW High Low 6.0-8.0 10 yes 
Juncus drummondii Drummond's rush FACW Med Low 5.4-7.0 32 yes 
Juncus longistylis longstyle rush FACW High Low 6.0-8.0 8 yes 
Juncus marginatus grassleaf rush FACW Med Low 5.5-6.8 32 yes 
Juncus mexicanus Mexican rush FACW High Low 6.2-8.2 8 yes 
Juncus nevadensis Sierra rush FACW High Low 6.0-7.8 10 yes 
Juncus saximontanus Rocky Mountain rush FACW      
Juncus tenuis poverty rush FAC Low Low 4.5-7.0 10 yes 
Juncus torreyi Torrey's rush FACW Med Low 4.5-6.5 14 yes 
Juncus tracyi Tracy's rush FACW+      
 

1] Region 7 (NM) Wetland Indicator Status: http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html   
Data obtained primarily from the USDA Plants Database 
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http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUME4�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUNE�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUSA�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUTE�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUTO�
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUTR�
http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html�

