GRASSLAND  RESERVE  PROGRAM  -  GRP

FARM  SERVICE AGENCY  &  NATURAL  RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

NEW  MEXICO  2004  RANKING  SCORE  SHEET

(Attach to the Application Form AD-1153)

Owner’s Name: ________________________________________________   Date: ________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name: _______________________________________  Farm # ________ Tract # __________

Phone Number(s):  ____________________________________________________________________

County: _______________________________   Present Land Use: _____________________________

Acreage Offered: _______________________________    Total acres in operating unit:_____________   

Enrollment Option (check one):    

Easement: 

Permanent Easement ____; 30-Year Easement ____
Rental Agreements:   
30-Year ____; 20-Year ____; 15-Year ____; 10-Year ____

Land is Eligible:   Yes ____    No ____  Eligibility requires the parcel encompass at least 40 acres of grassland, land that contains forbs, shrubland, including improved rangeland and pastureland, or land that is located in an area that has been historically dominated by grassland, forbs or shrubland when these lands have the potential to enhance plant and animal biodiversity.  Land may not be enrolled in any other easement or set aside program. Land must be privately or Tribally owned and the applicant must have complete management control, including the right to encumber the title to the land.  

All applications must include a 1:24,000 scale USGS quad map showing parcel boundaries.  Maps must include quadrangle name, township, range and section. 

Summary of Screening Criteria (more detailed descriptions appear on the following page):

     


Screening Criteria #1.  Grazing Operation Priority (Circle one.) 
Yes / No

Parcel includes the infrastructure needed to meet the prescribed grazing standard. 


Screening Criteria #2.  Agreement Type (Circle Yes or No.  If Yes, circle type.)
Yes / No

Landowner is offering a Permanent Easement or 30-year Rental. 
If you answered “yes” to both screening criteria questions, complete the ranking and summarize below. If not, no further ranking is necessary at this time. 




      
Maximum

Actual

A.  Threat of Conversion


30%

______

B.  Economic Viability of Operation 
 
20%

______

C.  Biodiversity



30%

______

D.  Location Significance


20%

______
Total _____________
_________________________________________________________
Date: _____________

Signature – NRCS Designated Conservationist

__________________________________________________________
Date: _____________
Signature - Landowner

NEW MEXICO 2004 GRP SCREENING CRITERIA

The following two criteria will be used to screen applications into High, Medium, and Low priorities.  












Screening Criteria #1.  GRAZING OPERATIONS 
Grazing land is defined as land that is being grazed by domestic livestock for the production of food and fiber.  Land used primarily for the raising of wildlife for hunting or other recreational activities is not considered a part of a grazing operation and is ineligible. Note: If a conservation plan developed for this parcel would require fencing or watering facilities for livestock distribution in order to meet the Prescribed Grazing standard, then the parcel is medium not high priority.

	Check One
	Description
	Priority

	
	The offered parcel is part of an existing grazing operation that has the infrastructure (fences, watering facilities) in-place to meet the Prescribed Grazing standard
	High

	
	The offered parcel is part of an existing grazing operation that does not have infrastructure in place (fences, watering facilities) to meet the Prescribed Grazing standard.
	Medium

	
	The offered parcel is predominantly a cropland area that will be converted to a grazing operation.
	Low

	
	The offered parcel is not a part of nor planned to be a part of a grazing system.
	Ineligible


Screening Criteria #2.  AGREEMENT TYPE

New Mexico will rank and fund GRP applications in two separate categories: easements and rental agreements. Accordingly, easements in either category may be ranked High, as shown below.
	Check One
	Description
	Priority

	
	Permanent Easement                         
	High

	
	30year Easement                          
	Medium

	
	30year Rental agreement                     
	High

	
	20year Rental agreement                     
	Med

	
	15year Rental agreement                     
	Low

	
	10year Rental agreement                     
	Low


Complete the following ranking sections only for those applications that are rated High on both screening questions above.  Applications that are rated Medium or Low will be deferred until the next ranking period or until such time as a determination is made that funds are available and verifiable High priority applications have been funded. 

RANKING CRITERIA (HIGH PRIORITY APPLICATIONS ONLY)
A. THREAT OF CONVERSION (30% of total points)

The threat of conversion is an important part of GRP. Enrolled lands should face a real threat of conversion, but not be subject to such overwhelming conversion pressure their potential for long term viability in ranching is compromised. Score in only one of the 2 areas listed. Circle one element within the area which gives the applicant the highest points, and enter points below chart.
	Description
	Specific Criteria
	Points

	Proximity of closest edge of parcel to nearest developed/developing section. (A section is “developed/developing” if it has/will have more than 15 parcels per section).
	< 1 mile
	6

	
	1.0 – 3.0 miles
	30

	
	3.1 – 10 miles
	18

	
	10.1 – 20 miles
	9

	
	More than 20 miles
	0

	Potential to be converted from grassland to other agricultural uses, such as cropland.  Potential for conversion is estimated based upon ratio of cropland to rangeland within 10 miles of parcel boundary. (In order to get any points under this criteria, sufficient water must be present in most years to support crop production.)
	Insufficient water present to support crop production. 
	0

	
	<10% cropland within 10 mi 
	3

	
	11 - 25% cropland within 10 mi
	15

	
	26 - 50% cropland within 10 mi
	30

	
	>51% cropland within 10 mi
	15



Points____________

B. LONG TERM VIABILITY OF RANCHING OPERATION (20% of total points)
This category is designed to ascertain the long term viability of submitted parcel. AU are commonly defined as 1 cow/calf pair, 5 sheep, etc. All estimates may be subject to verification prior to final GRP awards.
List # of Animal Units: ________

List # of total Acres: ________ (include leased land). 
Estimate of sustainable AU on total acreage? _______

Points are based upon estimate of sustainable AU in total operation. 
	Description
	Weighted Value

	20 AU or less
	0

	21- 100 AU  
	5

	101 -150 AU
	10

	151- 200 AU 
	15

	201 or more AU
	20



Points____________

C. BIODIVERSITY (30% of total points)

This category is designed to help preserve, protect and enhance the wildlife benefits of GRP awards. Select each element which applies, and sum them on the row below the table:

	Description
	Weighted Value

	Riparian Zone (at least 2600 linear feet on parcel)
	6

	Riparian Zone (at least 500 linear feet on parcel, if >2600 add this line and the 1st line)
	6

	Woodland (>=10% of parcel area)
	3

	Native Range (>=10% of parcel area)
	3

	Shrubland (>=10% of parcel area)
	3

	Federally, State or Tribally recognized T&E Species or Designated habitat present
	6

	Federally, State or Tribally recognized Sensitive species or habitat present
	3



Points____________

D. LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE (20% of total points)

This category is designed to help provide large, contiguous areas of preserved lands, thereby enhancing the long term viability of their operation, and the benefits provided. Circle the applicable element on the list which gives the applicant the highest points, and calculate the points value in the area below the table. Attach documentation indicating location, extent and proximity of other protected lands with respect to the applicant’s parcel. 

	Description
	Weighted Value

	Edge of parcel is immediately contiguous to another protected area (WRP, National Grassland, National Park, US Forest Lands, BLM Lands, State Game and Fish protected areas, etc)
	20

	Edge of parcel is less than 3 miles from another protected area
	10

	Edge of parcel is more than 3 miles from another protected area
	0


Points (% of total points times relative worth, e.g. 10% times 100 = 10) 
Points____________

