NM-ENV-1W (4/2002)


 Documentation Guide for:  WETLANDS
BACKGROUND
Wetlands are areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstance do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted to life in saturated soil conditions.  Wetlands include seasonally saturated areas as well as swamps, marshes, and bogs.

POLICY
It is the policy of the NRCS to protect and promote wetland functions and values in all NRCS planning and application assistance.  NRCS recognizes the beneficial and varied functional attributes of the different wetland types, and as such, strives to reconcile the need for wetland protection with that of promoting viable agricultural enterprises.  (GM 190 410.26)

NRCS supports the restoration, enhancement, creation and preservation of wetlands as important and realistic components of comprehensive conservation plans, not only on a farm-by-farm basis, but also on a watershed or landscape basis.  

For a complete analysis of wetlands, their use, definition and jurisdiction, consult the Natural Resources Conservation Service's (NRCS) National Food Security Act Manual (NFSAM), and the Corps of Engineers' Wetlands Delineation Manual (Technical Report Y-87-1, Corps of Engineers, Washington D.C.), also known as the COE '87 Manual.

Project:
     

Date:
     

Planner:
     

Casefile Documentation:  WETLANDS

When correctly and completely evaluated this will provide adequate documentation for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Attach to NM-ENV-1 when completed.

STEP 1.  Is there a wetland present in or near the planning area that will be affected by the proposed action or activity?



NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 

UNKNOWN   FORMCHECKBOX 

a. If your answer is “No”, indicate how this decision was determined and no additional documentation is needed concerning wetland areas.  Proceed with planning.

b. If your answer is “Yes”, go to step 2.

c. If your answer is “Unknown”, meaning that you do not know if there is an existing wetland present or nearby refer to the NFSAM or the COE '87 Manual.  If you are still uncertain about the status of a wetland in your planning area, consult your Resource Soil Scientist or State Biologist.

STEP 2.  What is the effect of the proposed action or activity on the wetland area?



NONE   FORMCHECKBOX 

POSITIVE   FORMCHECKBOX 

NEGATIVE   FORMCHECKBOX 

a. If your answer is "None" (no effects either positive or negative), no additional documentation is needed concerning the wetland area.  Proceed with planning.

b. If there are “Positive” effects, and the effects are consistent with the goals and aims of maintaining, protecting and preserving wetland characteristics, document (describe) the positive effects on the Environmental Evaluation and Resource Inventory Checklist (NM-ENV-1) and this documentation guide and proceed with planning. 

c. If there are “Negative” effects, document (describe) the effects on the Environmental Evaluation and Resource Inventory Checklist (NM-ENV-1) and this documentation guide.  Go to step 3.

STEP 3.  To continue assistance, you must prepare conservation practice “alternatives” that will either adequately maintain or improve wetland functions and values, or avoid or minimize the harm to wetlands, and will not violate the wetland provisions of the Food Security Act (FSA) or the Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404.  The “alternative” conservation practices must be presented to the land user.  (If no practicable alternatives exist, NRCS may provide technical assistance for a conversion activity as well as the development of a mitigation plan for compensation of the functions and values that were lost through the conversion activity.)  Did the land user accept the alternative conservation measures and incorporate them into his/her conservation plan?



YES   FORMCHECKBOX 

NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

a. If your answer is "Yes", proceed with the "alternative" for conservation planning.

b. If your answer is 'No", go to Step 4.

STEP 4. If no practicable alternatives exist, NRCS may provide technical assistance for a conversion activity as well as assistance with the development of a mitigation plan for compensation of the functions and values that were lost through the conversion activity.  Will the land user accept the mitigation measures and incorporate them into his/her conservation plan?



YES   FORMCHECKBOX 

NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

a. If your answer is “Yes”, and if the land user and regulatory agencies (COE) reach an agreement on how the wetland area can be impacted and mitigated you can proceed with planning that is consistent with the aims and goals of that agreement.  Contact your Resource Soil Scientist or State Biologist for assistance.
b. If your answer is "No", and the landowner has refused to accept a reasonable alternative or a mitigation proposal for a conversion activity you must inform the land user that NRCS can no longer provide technical assistance. 

Documentation Notes:  
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