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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR GAMBEL’S QUAIL

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

¼ - ½ mile

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	COVER
	1. Percent of an area in shrub and tree thickets greater than 10 acres and/or contiguous with thickets greater than 10 acres

More than 50%

25% - 49%

0 – 24%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER TYPE
	2. Trees and shrubs more than 6 feet tall – Mesquite, or Willow, Cottonwood, or Orchard

Shrubs less than 6 feet tall – sagebrush, creosote bush, cropland

Shrubs and forbs less than 3 feet tall, grasslands, or coniferous forest
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	EDGE EFFECT
	3. The length of the area that is edge between forb/legume food/cover and the shrub and tree thickets
(Estimate Linear Feet)

2,500+ feet edge/section

1,000 feet – 2,500 feet edge/section

0 – 1,000 feet edge/section
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating


	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	FOOD
	4. Forb/legume/seed food sources
(includes crops)

Food abundant, adjacent to thickets

Food abundant, no further than 600’ from thickets

Food items scarce and/or lacking diversity and more than 1/3 mile from thickets
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	5. Distance to open water from dense cover (thickets)
Less than 500

500 - 1200

1200 or more
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR GAMBEL’S QUAIL HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Cover Type
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Edge
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Food
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Water
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	10
	
	


2
1

