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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR RAINBOW TROUT

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	     

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	WATER TEMP
	     


HOME RANGE

They are found below 1980m in elevation.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	HABITAT
	1. Bottom types:
sand to gravel

rubble rocks

solid rock, silt
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	2. Water depths:
6-40 cm

3-5 cm

1-2 cm
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	3. Water temperature:
50o –70o F

Below 50o F 

71o –100o F
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	4. Water turbidity:
clear

a little turbid

very turbid
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	5. Optimum water pH:
7 – 8.4

<6.5

8.4 - 9
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	
	6. Cover (amount of midday shade):
>50%

25-50%

<25%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	GROWTH
	7. Optimum Temperature for Embryo Growth:
36.5o – 45.5o F

<36.5o F

>45.5o F
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	8. Optimum Water Velocity:
Embryos 30-40 cm/sec Adults 24-80 cm/sec

Embryos 45-60 cm/sec Adults 80-100 cm/sec

Embryos 60-100 cm/sec Adults 100+ cm/sec
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


Food:  Consists of aquatic insects, some small fish, shrimp, snails, molluskes, and crayfish.

SCORING FOR RAINBOW TROUT HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Bottom type
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Water depth
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Water temperature
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Water turbidity
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Optimum water pH
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Optimum temperature for embryos
	     
	
	     
	
	
x1
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Optimum water velocity
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	11
	
	


2
3

