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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR SOUTHWESTERN WILLOW FLYCATCHER

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

Habitat Patch During Nesting – 1.23 acres (0.5 ha) to 2.9 acres (1.2 ha).  This is a Neotropical Migratory bird.  It is a seasonal resident in New Mexico April 1 through October 15.  Nesting season is May through July.  Critical use season April 15 through August 30.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Mixed Riparian; Diverse; willow-cottonwood, buttonbush, boxelder tamarisk 3+ veg. species

Arrow weed, tamarisk, 2 species

Tamarisk or kochia, etc. 1 species
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	STRUCTURE
	2. 1 tree layer plus 2 others

1 tree layer plus 1 other

1 layer with no trees
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


(layers of veg. herbaceous, shrub, short tree, tall tree)

	CANOPY COVER %
	3. 60% or more

20 – 59%

0 – 20%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	SIZE OF AREA RIPARIAN COMMUNITY
	4. 8 acres or more

4 – 8 acres

0 – 3 acres
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	NEST PROXIMITY TO WATER
	5. Open water within 0 – 150 fee

Open water within 151 – 300 feet

Open water within 300+ feet
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	NEST SITES
	6. Dense thickets of homogeneous foliage, contiguous vegetation

Moderately dense, somewhat mixed foliage, contiguous veg.

Isolated trees/shrubs, scattered veg., open foliage
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	NEST SITE HEIGHT
	7. 13 – 25 feet tall vegetation

9 – 12 feet tall vegetation

0 – 8 feet tall vegetation
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	GRAZING (any large ungulate)
	8. Scheduled management system with spring – summer rest or no grazing

Fall – winter grazing or deferred in summer – spring 1 year in 2-3

Spring – summer grazed or year-round use
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	Spring – summer grazing use
	9. Utilization of trees =  < 25%

Utilization of trees = 26 – 49%

Utilization of trees = > 50%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR SOUTHWESTERN WILLOW FLYCATCHER HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Plant Community
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Structure
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Canopy Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Size of Area
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Nest Proximity to Water
	     
	
	     
	
	
x2
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Nest Site
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Nest Height
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Grazing
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	9. Utilization
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	22
	
	


2
3

