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Water-Stable 
Soil Aggregates

(       =  Precipitated minerals,
e.g., lime, calcium phosphate, 

and other minerals, based 
on soil pH.)

Water-Stable Soil Aggregates: The Foundation of a Healthy Soil 

=  Humus-Clay
Complexes

Particulate 
Organic Matter
(i.e., at different 

stages of 
decomposition)

Other soil organisms, 
such as protozoa and 
nematodes, live in the 

water held between 
aggregates. Arthropods 
live in the top soil and 

surface residues and in 
decayed root channels, 
earthworm burrows, etc.

micro-pores
(i.e., where water 

enters the 
aggregate & 

where gases are 
exchanged) 

(Ref. Soil Ecology: P. Lavelle, A. Spain)
Biodiversity with minimal soil 
disturbance drives soil  health
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