State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

November 9, 1999

Rosendo Trevino opened the meeting and reviewed the purpose of the State Technical Committee.  Those present were:

Steve Loring
Richard Becker
Brian Greene
Callie Gnatkowski

Chuck Mullins
Dave Seery
George Douds
Andy Rosenan

Stacey Carr
Karl Martin
Dale Hall
Roger Ford

Dennis Garcia
Larry Burnett
James Bostwick
Dale Hones

Richard Bonine
Rosendo Trevino
Alton Henderson
Michael Neubeiser

Kenneth Leiting
Mike Sporcic
Cindy Nycz


Mike Neubeiser reviewed the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) fund allocation for 1999, status of FY2000 statewide resource concerns and geographic priority areas (GPA).  (attached)  The committee will need to draft criteria in the February meeting.  A concern was expressed that some concerns were left out of some proposals.  May want to train in how to write proposals.  A question was asked concerning the overlapping of GPA’s.  The feeling is that they do not overlap if they are not addressing the same concern.

The local work group will need to prioritize their needs.  A broad proposal with several concerns might rank higher.  Need to include all concerns in one GPA.

Ken provided information on education assistants with EQIP funds.  The difference between information (broadcast on program) and education (how to inform).  Right now money for education is used on GPA but not on statewide concerns.  A question was asked if, for instance a demonstration, has to be done inside the boundaries of the GPA to use funds.  May want to set aside money for educational assistance and rank projects though out the state.  Need to keep in mind that education assistance money is subtracted from total allotment but may benefit future proposals.  Could have statewide symposium where people come and tell success stories.  This way could reach the part of the state that may not be participating now.  Every GPA needs to demonstrate success in local area to show public what doing.

Review for 2001, where are problems today.  Ask for proposal requires committee to review ranking criteria and rank proposals by August for funding.  Some funded for 5 years need to look at progress and other areas and concerns.

Still able to use 2000 money for education make sub committee and report at February meeting.  Require each proposal to have education assistance.  Set aside some funds just for educational assistance.  This would be beside the funds already in GPA.

Educational assistance sub committee will meet on January 12th to draft recommendations to be presented to the State Conservationist.  Volunteers for this committee are:  Richard Becker, Dennis Garcia, Red Baker, Richard Bonine, James Bostwick, Callie Gnatkowski.

Mike Sporcic briefed the committee on the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup 20.  (attached)

Karl Martin informed the committee on activities in New Mexico that the Bureau of Reclamation is working on.  (attached map with brief description of project)

David Seery gave a report on the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) and the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP).  (attached ranking criteria for 2000 – no change from last years)  He also ask the committee to review and comment on the Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats standard.  

Ken Leiting reviewed the AFO/CAFO strategic plan.  USDA and EPA are working with animal feeding operations to coordinate and consolidate rules and guidance into a New Mexico program.

Roger Ford gave an update on the Unified Watershed Assessment.  Watershed approach to address water quality.  Agencies need to work together on an environmental approach.  He went over the different categories for watersheds.  Category 1 need restoration, 2 good shape maintains, 3 pristine or natural, 4 not enough data.  Out of 83 HUA 21 are category 1 and 62 are category 4.

The next meeting scheduled for February 9, 2000, in the USDA Federal Building.  
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