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State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

February 24, 2003

Rosendo Trevino welcomed everyone.  Those present were:

Salomon Ramirez
Rosalie Ramirez
Al Pasters
Brad Lamb

Peter Monahan
Van Kozak
Rosendo Trevino
Dennis Garcia

Jerry King
Scotty Abbott
Dale Jones
Marty Sweetser

James Bostwick
Paul Quintana
Toby Bostwick
Bert Benton

Felice Lucero
Michael Ferguson
Clyde Sandoval
Bue Stabnes

Wayne Lindsey
Red Baker
Maureen Murphy
Wilbur Louis

Lawrence Abeita
Wilfred Shije
Ken Schein
Aaron Valencia

Rodney Sanchez
Ken Miller
Eddie Vigil
Debbie Hughes

Denise Smith
Richard Becker
Courtney White
Ben Brown

John Romero
Mike Neubeiser
Ken Leiting
Jack Bricker

John Tunberg
Cindy Nycz



Rosendo gave a brief summary of the Ominous Bill including the following:

Increases
Reductions

· Snow Survey
· EQIP

· Plant Materials
· WRP

· Grazing lands
· CSP – money went to drought relief

· Watershed Survey Planning


· Watershed Flood Plan


· Watershed Rehabilitation


· RC&D


The following handouts were distributed:

1. Current Status of Conservation Programs authorized in the new Farm Bill

2. Farm Bill Programs web site

3. NRCS New Mexico Offices and phone numbers

4. Conservation Practices and programs for your farm

5. Powerpoint Presentation on EQIP Proposed Rule

6. Powerpoint Presentation on EQIP FY 2003 in New Mexico

7. Farm Bill 2002 – EQIP – summary of proposed rule

8. Conservation Security Program proposed rules

9. Technical Service Provider Assistance

10. List of Conservation Practices with CD

11. Current Status of Technical Provider Program

12. EQIP – Proposals for FY2003 – Establishment of Evaluation Periods

NOTE:  Comments due March 11, 2003

Mark W. Berkland

Conservation Operations Division

USDA – NRCS

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Room 5241 

Washington, DC  20250-2890

email – farmbillrules@usda.gov
Ken Leiting reviewed EQIP.  (handout)

· establishment of evaluation periods – March 14

· eligible irrigated land

· cost share rates and guidance

· setting limits on EQIP funds per practice in a contract

· allow funding for irrigation system hardware

· allow funding for irrigation system hardware

· ensuring cost effectiveness of EQIP applications for funding information on ground and surface water provisions

· ranking criteria for grazing lands, irrigated cropland, and livestock manure management.

· In #12 handout - Allow funding for irrigation system hardware.  Reguest by committee to remove corner machines last item on page:  Funding would not be available for end-guns, and corner machines.

Time line for EQIP

· Information to go to NRCS field office

· EQIP local work groups can begin to meet

· Additional guidance when rules final

· Programs to be sent to State Conservationist by April 11, 2003

· Programs cannot be implemented until final rules and funding becomes available.

Jack Bricker did an overview of the status of the Farm Bill.  National funding for the following programs:



FY03



FY04

· CRP – 1.8 million





· EQIP – 695 million

42 million

· WHIP – 26 million

42 million 

· FPP – 85 million


112 million

· WRP – 246,000 acres

178,000 acres

· CSP – 0



19 million

· GRP – 72 million


85 million

· TSP – self certification (can register March 1, 2003 on-line)

For the latest on NRCS Programs check their web site at:  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/products.html
Mike Neubeiser gave an update on the implementation of the FY03 EQIP.  Highlights of changes in New Farm Bill

· No Geographic Priority Areas

· Limit of $450,000 for total of 2002-2007 contract

· No limit on Animal Waste – need CNMP plan

· Payments can be made in first year

· Ranked by landuse

· State Conservationist make decision on cost share if over 50%, local work group request with justification

· Allows producers to have more than one contract per tract

· Ranking performed by local work group

· Regional Conservationist approval if contract over $100,000

· NM will have 36 local work groups for each soil and water district

· EQIP money divided by acreage in district

· LWG will set priorities

· LWG can limit amount of money for practices

· Up to LWG and DC to make sure consistence between boundaries

· LWG develop ranking criteria for different landuse

· LWG responsible for monitoring work process

· Guidance for local work groups

· Magnitude of environmental benefits

· Cost-effective conservation practices

· Treatment of multiple resource concerns

John Tunberg passed out a CD and list of all of New Mexico’s standards, specifications, and jobsheets.  The practices will be published in the Federal Register for comment within the next couple of weeks.  John requested that the committee contact him with any comments.

Ken Leiting reviewed the information on Technical Service Providers.  (handout)

Rosendo Trevino commented that it will be the state conservationist responsibility to ensure that the Technical Service Providers are producing at the level needed.  NRCS has a freeze on certain jobs and will not be able to achieve the workload that the new farm bill requires.  NRCS will have agreements with districts and others in order to get the job done.  Currently a pay schedule is being developed for cultural resource specialist and past Workload Analyzes.  Not sure how all will work out.  Landowners will have the responsibility to hire TSP and NRCS will reimburse the landowner. 

· Certification for TSP in place March 1, 2003 (on-line)

· TSP must be certified every three years

· State Conservationist responsible to remove certification

· TSP responsible for any license required

· NRCS provide technical materials only

· TSP certified in 3 areas

· Certified Conservation Planner

· Certified Practice Specialist

· Certified Task Specialist

There are many questions that will need to be worked out.  Such as

1. Liability of TSP

2. Required to be bonded

3. Expectations

Cindy Nycz

Reporter

Ken Leiting

State Resource Conservationist







