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State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

June 27, 2002

Rosendo Trevino opened the meeting, those present were:

Rosendo Trevino
Ken Leiting
Mike Neubeiser
Linda Scheffe

Peter Monahan
Denise Smith
Richard Becker
Jesse Lefevre

Lindberfe Velarde
Maureen Murphy
Abe Franklin
Fred Rossbach

Ken Schein
Betsy Reed
Thomas Ryan
Debbie Hughes

Fidel Lorenzo
Felice Lucero
Dennis Garcia
Rodger Ferreira

Anne-Marie Matherne
Paul Gutierrez
Jim Bailey
James Bostwick

Scotty Abbott
Wayne Lindsey
Marty Sweetser
Clyde Hudson

Bill Hays
Dale Jones
George Douds
Angela James

Edward Lucero
Kelley Mullen
Cindy Nycz


Fred Rossbach, EMNRD, gave an update on the drought and fire situation.  2002 has been a difficult season with high to extreme fire danger.  The season is unusual since Arizona, Colorado, and Utah all have fires.  This season may not be unusual but the beginning of a new average.  We need to use fire for agricultural and we can’t afford to close the lands. If the state and Federal agencies work collectively together it can help soften the effect.

Richard Becker, NMRC, stated we could be in a 10 to 20 year drought cycle.  The Governor’s Taskforce on Drought and the Southwest Strategy may need to change thinking and get into a crisis mold.  Need to start looking at watershed health as long-term goal.  Prepare for seeding when fires are out by contracting with private seed companies to build up seed banks for part of the management plan instead of waiting until we are in a crisis mode.

Rosendo Trevino stated that he had visited with Chief Knight about the role the PMC will play in providing seed.  The State Technical Committee and the Southwest Strategy need to work together for the good of the public.

Scotty Abbott stated that the NMDA has set up Hay and Pasture Hotline for ranchers and producers.  Also FSA has setup an emergency grazing on CRP acreage in nine counties in New Mexico.  (attached Fact Sheets)

Need to find a way to help private landowners with reseeding.  The City of Springer is going to apply for 319 program funds for seeding. Concern was expressed about the anti-donation clause  State in proposal the benefit seeding will have on the State and in protecting the watershed.  

USGS web site has information all agencies can use for help with the drought and fire situation in NM:  historical growth, effects of runoff, treatment on watershed and sediment flow, depth to ground water map, stream flows, etc.

Ken Leiting and Scotty Abbott, gave an overview of programs included in the 2002 Farm Bill.  (attached handout)

· Conservation of Private Grazing Land Program(CPGL)

· Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

· Conservation Security Program (CSP)

· Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

· Ground and Surface Water Conservation

· High Plains Aquifer

· Farmland Protection Program (FPP)

· Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)

· Resource Conservation and Development Program (RC&D)

· Small Watershed Rehabilitation

· Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

· Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

New Farm Bill was signed on May 13th.  All EQIP contracts signed after May 13th are void.  Should have rules with guidance by August 13th.  All dollars need to be obligated by September 30th.  

Mike Neubeiser gave an overview of FY2002 EQIP.  (attached handout)

· 2002 Status on EQIP

· Initial Budget for Financial Assistance is $5,324,400

· Unobligated funds $4,292,237

· Additional $200 million available nationwide

· EQIP authorized through FY2007

· Language authorizing priority areas has been rescinded

· The 65/35 funding split does not apply

· State Conservationist may approve Special Emphasis areas

· Per person payment limitation has been increased to $450,000

· There will be no annual payment limitations

· Contract period will be one to ten years

· Cost share levels may be increased to 75% and 90% for Limited Resource and beginning farmers

· Amount of FA no longer a factor in prioritizing applications

· Language prohibiting FA to large confined animal feeding operations rescinded

· Producers receiving FA for livestock manure systems must have a CNMP

The committee reviewed the ranking criteria worksheet for livestock manure management statewide resource concern to be used for this fiscal year.  The committee requested three changes.  

· #3 Status of Current Facility be changed to read Improvement of Current Facility
· #4 A. Animal Density Benchmark 0 points changed to leave as fill in blank

· #4 Add change in density 

The committee discussed changing the cost share to 75%.  Concern was expressed that the surrounding NRCS states (AZ, CO, and TX) already have cost share at 75%.  

Disadvantage:

· not able to fund as many projects (money not go as far) 

Ken Leiting handed out proposals for two new statewide concerns to be used for this fiscal year only.  These projects would help with the drought and fires situation this year.  Ken stressed that EQIP was not to be used for emergency funds but these concerns could help in restoring the damages caused by the drought and fires in NM.  (Attached handouts)

· Severe Natural Resources Condition – Incentive payment of $2 per acre

· Wildfire Impacted Resource Conditions – Used to help private landowners with reseeding after fire.

Ken Leiting handout a list of revised standards that are now available for review on the NRCS website.  Please respond to our office by July 27, 2002 with any comments.  The website address is:  http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/techserv/Std&Specs.htm
Next scheduled meeting of the State Technical Committee is August 20, 2002.
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Reporter
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