State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

August 15, 2001

Ken Leiting opened the meeting those present were:

Ken Schein
Richard Becker
Denise Smith
Andy Rosenau

Lindberg Velarde
Al Pastens
Dennis Garcia
John Romero

Roger Ford
Wayne Lindsey
Scotty Abbott
James Bostwick

Jim Bailey
Dale Jones
Michael Neubeiser
Christopher Rustay

Fidel Lorenzo
Rosendo Trevino
Kenneth Leiting
Craig Runyan

Alton Henderson
Jake Vigil
Cindy Nycz


Ken Leiting gave an update on the Soil and Water Conservation Assistance Program.  This program is funded for this year only.  New Mexico NRCS received over 230 applications for a total of 4.3 million requested.  We were only able to fund 19 application for a total of $580,000.

Al Pastens gave an update on the 319 program.  Proposals are being accepted until September 14th.  An application can be downloaded from the web at www.nm.env.state.nm.us.

Mike Neubeiser gave the status and update on EQIP 2001.  Funds need to be obligated before 9/30/01.  (attached is handout)

Ken Leiting supplied the committee with a (attached) packet on EQIP.  This packet summarized prior year data for EQIP contracts in all states.  It also broke down by county in New Mexico each practice that has been contracted and number of completions.  Ken stated that it is useful to look at trends and not focus too much on the numbers since annual status reviews are more accurate.  Also, it was noted that management practices do not show dollars.  

Roger Ford did a slide presentation on EWP.  EWP works on impaired watershed after a disaster has occurred.  NRCS EWP program was used on six of the fires in New Mexico last year.  Cerro Grande was the worst of the six fires, effecting 47,000 acres.  NRCS had to wait until the fire was contained (60% - May 22, 2001) before a response team could be sent out.  The response team developed damage survey reports (DSRs).  EWP is a cost share program 75/25.  The Cerro Grande fire was so intense that in places the hydrophobic soils were 2 to 6 inches deep.  This year Los Alamos has to deal with flooding on the non treated land.  (Fact sheets on fires attached)

Mike Neubeiser reported on FY2002 EQIP preparation.  The sub committee met last month to review GPA proposals.  There were 26 GPAs funded in 2001.  Nine of the GPAs were required to re-compete for FY2002.  Out of the nine, four re-competed and five withdrew.  There were fourteen new or re submitted proposals.  (Note:  Need to visit with Doug Treadway on Jicarilla Apache Nation GPA)  The local work group needs to review cost docket and submit change request before contracts are signed.  

It was suggested that Grazing land be changed to NM Watershed Health.  Anytime improvement on land there will be improvement in the watershed.  Decided to keep Grazing land.  

The ranking criteria worksheet for grazing lands and water resources on statewide concerns was reviewed by the committee.  Changes discussed were:  

Grazing Lands

· (1 Plants) – S1 of 76-100 with up or down trend (change down to stable)

Committee agreed to change

· (3 Improved Management & Other Considerations) – d. The contracted area will include wildlife habitat management.  (Change terminology to creating habitat for species of concern and/or threaten or endangered species.)  

Committee agreed not to change

(Note:  Fish and Wildlife invited to come and speak to committee on wildlife issues.)

Water Resources

· (1 Water Quantity) >80% for potential 75 points was added to criteria for FY2002

· (2 Water Quality) 

· (a surface water pollutants) most points are given for reduce amount of sediments closer to water system that do not go back into water system by improve irrigation system. 

· (b ground water pollutants) deeper the ground water less likely to have pollutants

Mike Neubeiser handed out the EQIP Practice List and the Scheduled activities for Statewide Concerns. (attached)

Ken Leiting handed out assumptions for funding of FY2002 based on last year’s funds.

Attached is a handout from FSA on CREP in Illinois.

Next meeting for the State Technical Committee is scheduled for November 7, 2001.  Would like to invite speakers from Fish and Wildlife Service and Game and Fish to speak to the committee on the NEPA process.
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