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April 21, 2010 
 
ENGINEERING TECHNICAL NOTE NO. NM-3 
 
SUBJECT:  ENG – Hand Constructed Erosion Control Structures 
 
Purpose:  To distribute information to area and field offices. 
 
Effective Date:  Effective when received. 
 
Filing Instructions:  File in office, also maintained on New Mexico NRCS web page. 
 
Bill Zeedyk of Zeedyk Ecological Consulting located in Sandia Park, NM has developed and 
tested several methods for erosion or gully control structures using rock materials.  These 
techniques are variations of erosion control treatments which have been modified for use in the 
Southwest portion of the United States. 
 
Attached is the technical description and installation instructions for four treatment techniques.  
The technology is offered as a lower cost, labor intensive option for erosion and gully control on 
upland sites. 
 
In adapting these designs treatment areas, note the details of the area that are important to 
insuring function of these structures.  Treated gullies are not to exceed eight feet in width and 
installation can be completed by a small group of individuals.  If larger rock sizes are desired or 
needed, heavy equipment would be required for placement of the material. 
 
Page 16A-2 of the EFM is included for use in determining average rock size.  The chart provides 
an average rock size, so some rocks will be both larger and smaller.  For the treated gully size, no 
filter material is required for these rock structures unless specified by the designer. 
 
If you have any questions on this information, please contact Stephen Lacy, Geologist, at 
(505)761-4439. 

 
Roger Ford 
State Conservation Engineer 
 
Attachments 
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