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November 16, 2004
NEW MEXICO SOIL QUALITY TECHNICAL NOTE NO. 4
SUBJECT:  CGI – National Standard Guideline for Managing Geospatial    Datasets
Purpose:  To inform field offices of the national standard guidelines for managing geospatial    datasets using National Geodata Standard.

Effective Date:  Effective upon receipt.
Expiration Date:  None

All USDA Service Center Agency offices are now following national standard guidelines for managing geospatial datasets using a National Geodata Standard.  This will make it easier for employees to locate standard data themes that are common to all agencies and to update/maintain data throughout the state.  Please take some time to explore this standard folder structure and try using the new datasets available to you.

As we continue to move forward in the effort to provide quality geospatial data for service center use let us know if you find there is missing data, the data does not work or you have any questions on the use of the data.  Please contact your Area GIS Coordinator or Linda K. Branch, State GIS Coordinator.

           /s/
KENNETH F. SCHEFFE

State Soil Scientist
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Linda Branch, State GIS Coordinator, NMSO, NRCS, Albuquerque, NM
TECHNICAL NOTES
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

NEW MEXICO
 October 2006
SOIL QUALITY TECHNICAL NOTE NO. 4

National Standard Guideline for mANAGING 

Geospatial DATASETS 
All geospatial data will reside in a standard geodata directory structure and follow a standard file naming convention.   Figure 1 illustrates this structure.  At this time not all folders contain data.  Data that has been clipped to a county boundary will follow a national standard that puts the state abbreviation and county FIPS Code at the end of each dataset.  For example, the section, range and township data (PLSS stands for Public Lands Survey System) for Bernalillo County would be represented as: 

· F:\geodata\cadastral\plss_a_nm001
(Figure 1)
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See the attached Quick Reference Guide to Geospatial Data for the county FIPS Codes in New Mexico.  No FIPS code indicates a state wide layer.

As new data layers become available they will be placed on the server in the service center and notice sent to all offices.  Data layers currently available will be located under the following folders:

· cadastral

· census

· climate\precipitation

· government_units

· hydrography

· hydrologic_units

· map_indexes

· ortho_imagery

· soils

· topographic_images

· transportation

In offices where servers are not available the data will be placed on CD and mailed to the service center to be placed on individual work stations.  
Please note the project_data folder.  This is the location for agencies to store data and projects not related to customer service toolkit.

In the standard file names you will see a code indicating the type of data contained in the file (feature type).  For example:

· a = polygon theme type
(plss_a_nm001)

· p = point theme type
(soilssf_p_nm600)

· l = line theme type
(roads100k_l_nm001)

Within each folder you will find metadata about each data file.  Metadata is simply descriptive information about a data file, i.e. data about data.  Metadata includes such facts as what the file contains, what coordinate system was used, what is the accuracy, who to contact for more information, and identifiers, such as bounding coordinates and keywords.  In some folders you will also find guides containing technical descriptions about the data such as TIGER/Line Files (Census 2000 data).  
Revised - Quick Reference Guide to Geospatial Data
	SSA ID No.
	AREA
	
	County FIPS Codes

	NM007
	  Colfax County
	
	 35          New Mexico

	NM011
	  De Baca County
	
	 35  001  Bernalillo County

	NM019
	  Guadalupe County
	
	 35  003  Catron County

	NM021
	  Harding County
	
	 35  005  Chaves County

	NM023
	  Hidalgo County
	
	 35  006  Cibola County

	NM025
	  Lea County
	
	 35  007  Colfax County

	NM029
	  Luna County
	
	 35  009  Curry County

	NM041
	  Roosevelt County
	
	 35  011  De Baca County

	NM059
	  Union County
	
	 35  013  Dona Ana County

	NM600
	  Bernalillo Area
	
	 35  015  Eddy County

	NM606
	  Cabezon Area
	
	 35  017  Grant County

	NM612
	  Valencia Area
	
	 35  019  Guadalupe County

	NM614
	  Eddy Area
	
	 35  021  Harding County

	NM618
	  San Juan Area
	
	 35  023  Hidalgo County

	NM630
	  San Miguel Area
	
	 35  025  Lea County

	NM632
	  Lincoln Area
	
	 35  027  Lincoln County

	NM636
	  Mescalero-Apache Area
	
	 35  028  Los Alamos County

	NM638
	  Mora Area
	
	 35  029  Luna County

	NM644
	  Chaves County North
	
	 35  031  McKinley County

	NM646
	  Otero Area
	
	 35  033  Mora County

	NM648
	  Catron Area
	
	 35  035  Otero County

	NM650
	  Rio Arriba Area
	
	 35  037  Quay County

	NM656
	  Sandoval Area
	
	 35  039  Rio Arriba County

	NM660
	  Sierra Area
	
	 35  041  Roosevelt County

	NM662
	  Grant Area
	
	 35  043  Sandoval County

	NM664
	  Socorro Area
	
	 35  045  San Juan County

	NM666
	  Chaves County South
	
	 35  047  San Miguel County

	NM669
	  Curry County/SW Quay Area
	
	 35  049  Santa Fe County

	NM670
	  Taos Area
	
	 35  051  Sierra County

	NM674
	  Torrance Area
	
	 35  053  Socorro County

	NM676
	  Tucumcari Area
	
	 35  055  Taos County

	NM682
	  Cibola Area
	
	 35  057  Torrance County

	NM687
	  Santa Fe County Area
	
	 35  059  Union County

	NM688
	  White Sands Missile Range
	
	 35  061  Valencia County

	NM690
	  Dona Ana Area
	
	

	NM692
	  McKinley Area
	
	

	NM698
	  Jicarilla Apache Nation
	
	

	NM717
	  Shiprock Area
	
	

	NM719
	  Fort Bliss Military Reservation
	
	


Quick Reference Guide to Geospatial Data (continued)
	Soil Survey File Naming Convention

	1
	 soil_d_ssaIDNo.mdb - MS Access SSURGO database

	2
	 soil_metadata_ssaIDNo.txt - Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
 metadata in plain ASCII format 

	3
	 soil_metadata_ssaIDNo.xml - the same FGDC metadata in XML format

	4
	 soilsa_a_ssaIDNo.shp - soil survey area boundary polygons

	5
	 soilmu_a_ssaIDNo.shp - map unit boundary polygons

	6
	 soilsf_l_ssaIDNo.shp - line features

	7
	 soilsf_p_ssaIDNo.shp – point features

	8
	 soilsf_t_ssaIDNo.txt - feature descriptions

	9
	 readme_ssaIDNo.txt - readme file

	
	

	("ssaIDNO" is Soil Survey Area ID No.)

	
	

	EXAMPLES:

	1.  soil_d_nm019.mdb - Guadalupe SSURGO database

	5.  soilmu_a_nm019.shp - Guadalupe map unit polygons
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